
A L E X  B U C K L A N D  P H O T O G R A P H Y

The Wedding Day Emergency Kit
A printable checklist from a photographer who has shot over 200 weddings

Most of this will never come out of the bag, and that is the point. Pack it, hand it to someone else, then forget about it.

Dresses & repairs 0 1 Health & comfort 0 2

Hair, face & nails 0 3 Weather & outdoors 0 4

Paper & power 0 5 Nice to have 0 6
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Crochet hook the button rescuer

Safety pins, several sizes

Sewing kit with matching thread

Small sharp scissors for labels and threads

Fashion tape

Spare buttons from the dress bag

Gaffer tape

Lint roller

Stain remover wipes

A clean pillowcase to press through

Jelly babies or any sugary sweet

Water, a bottle each

A proper snack, not just cake

Paracetamol and ibuprofen

Antihistamines

Any prescription medication

Contact lens solution and eye drops

Blister plasters, not ordinary plasters

Deodorant

Breath mints

Hairspray

Hair pins and grips

Hairbrush

The lipstick actually worn

Lip balm

Powder or blotting papers

Cotton buds

Makeup remover for fixing, not removing

Emery board

Hand cream

Large plain umbrellas, several

Sun cream

Flat shoes or wellies for the grass

Heel protectors winter ground is soft

A wrap or pashmina each

Hand warmers for winter dates

Towels in the car

Insect repellent for summer evenings

Printed running order, two copies

Supplier names and numbers, printed

Power bank and cables

Cash for tips and taxis

The rings, checked twice

Vows and readings, on paper

Marriage documents if your registrar asked for them

A small penknife with scissors on it

Wet wipes

Tissues

Perfume for the afternoon

Straws, for drinking in lipstick

Spare earring backs

A bag for the day's bits, so it all lives in one place



O N  T H E  D A Y

Who carries what, and where it lives
P E R S O N W H AT  T H E Y  H O L D W H E R E  I T  L I V E S

Chief bridesmaid or mum The full kit. One person owns it so nobody has to go looking. Getting ready room, then the bridal suite

Whoever is in the dress Lip balm, the lipstick, blister plasters, a few safety pins A small bag, or a bridesmaid's

Best man or best woman Rings, cash, a pen, painkillers, spare cufflinks Inside jacket pocket

Whoever drives Umbrellas, towels, flat shoes, water, the spare bag Car boot, parked at the venue

Your venue coordinator A printed running order and the supplier numbers Handed over on arrival

What I carry, so you do not have to
Gaffer tape. Hems, cables, anything that needs to stay where it is put.

Safety pins. Always more than I think I need.

A lens cloth. It has been a tissue more than once.

A power bank. For your phone as often as mine.

Your photographer is with you from the morning to the last dance, which makes them one of the few people who is there for all of it. If something small
goes wrong, ask.

What no kit can fix
The timings will slip. Every wedding day runs later than the plan,
however carefully it was made. Build in slack rather than trying to hold the
line.

The forecast will be wrong. This is the UK. Do not trust it even the day
before. Have an indoor option agreed with your venue and be willing to
use it. I have watched an outdoor ceremony move inside at the last minute
and it was still a lovely day.

Heels sink. Mostly in the colder months, when the ground is soft. Far less
of a problem in summer. Flats in the car solve it.

Family are family. No amount of packing changes that. Decide in
advance who you will not be seating together and let it go.
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